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Verbsareoftenusedinawaythatitindicatesordenotesthetimewhenaneventoccurs.
Theseverbsthattakeupdifferentformstoindicatethetimeofanaction,eventorcondition
bychangingitsform arecalledastenses.Tensescanbebroadlyclassifiedintothreebroad
categories:

 PastTense

 PresentTense

 FutureTense

Eachtenseisdividedinto4typessubtense.

PresentTense

 SimplePresentTense/PresentIndefinite

 PresentContinuousTense

 PresentPrefectTense

 PresentPrefectContinuousTense



PastTense

 SimplePastTense/PastIndefinite

 PastContinuousTense

 PastPerfectTense

 PastPerfectContinuousTense

FutureTense

 SimpleFuture/FutureIndefiniteTense

 FutureContinuousTense

 FuturePerfectTense

 FuturePerfectContinuousTense.

RulesofTenses-

Structureof Subject+FormulaofTense+

Object

Sentence

Simple Continuous
Tense

Perf
ect Perfect

Tense
Ten
se Tense



PresentTense
IstForm +
s/es

Is/Am/Ar
e +

I
s
t

Has/Have+
IIIrd

Has/HaveBeen+
Ist

Form +
ing

For
m Form +ing

PastTense IIndForm

Was/Wer
e +

I
s
t Had +IIIrd

HadBeen+Ist
Form

Form +
ing

For
m +ing

FutureTense

Will/Shall+
Ist

Willbe+Ist
Form Will

Have
+

WillHaveBeen+
Ist

Form +ing IIIrdForm Form +ing



Examples

Tense Affirmative Negative Interrogative

PresentSimple Ihaveacar. Idonthaveacar. DoIhaveacar?

Present
Youare

Youarenot Areyouplayingfootball
playing

football
Continuous

playingfootball
now. now?

now.

PresentPerfect

Theyhave
been Theyhaventbeen

Havetheybeenthere?

there. there.

PresentPerfect Ihavebeen Ihaventbeen Havetheybeenliving

here?

Continuous livinghere. livinghere.

PastSimple
Ilivedin Ididntlivein

DidIliveinLondon?

London. London.

Past

Continuous Iwasplaying. Iwasntplaying. WasIplaying?

Pastperfect

Hehad

worked. Hehadnotworked. Hadheworked?

PastPerfect
Ihadbeen
watc Ihadnot

HadIbeenwatching?

Continuous hing. beenwatching.



FutureSimple Iwillcome. Iwillnotcome. WillIcomein?

Future
Iwillbe

Iwontbe WillIbe
playing
basket

Continuous playingbasketball. playingbasketball?

ball.

FuturePerfect

Hewillhave
fin- Hewillnot

Willhehavefinished?

ished. havefinished.

FuturePerfect
Wewill

Wewillnothave

havebeen
Willwehavebeen
starting?

Continuous beenstarting.

starting.

Solvedexercise

Fillinthecorrectform oftheverbsinbrackets.

1.Everyoneofthesestoriesisinteresting.(be)

2.Shegetsupatseven.(getup)

3.Jasonisdoinghishomeworkatthemoment.(do)

4.Tom isworkingonaprojectnowdays.(work)

5.Wehaveboughtanewlamp.(buy)

6.Hehaswrittenfiveletters.(write)



7.Youhavebeeneatingalotrecently.(eat)

8.Ihavebeenstudyingallday.(study)

9.Neithertheattomeynorhissecretaryispresent.(be)

10.Youhavebeensleepingfortwelvehours.(sleep)

11.TheyhavebeenlearningEnglishfortwoyears.(learn)

12.TheyhaveleftLondonthismonth.(leave)

13.HehasbroughtalotofEnglishpapers.(bring)

PracticeExercise

Filltheblankswiththecorrectform ofverbs:

1.Ithinkthedirector .............................thetown.(leave)
2.I ....................myoffice.(paint)
3.We ..................... hersinceshearrivedtoourcity.(know)
4.I.....................(Vacuum)thecarpetrightnow.
5.Myfather...................(watch)TVnow.
6.What......................(She/eat)rightnow? 
7.I..................(Live)withoutelectricityfortwoweeks.
8.Mary..................(Live)inGermanysince1992.
9.Theplane................at6.30.(arrive)
10. Iwillphoneyouwhenhe…………………….back.(come)
11. Howlongshe................(Work)inthegarden?
12. Pleaseringmeupassoonashe………………………….(arrive)
13. I ................thosebooksverycheaply.(buy)
14.He ...............fortwomonths.(Work)
15.You......................(Watch/not)TV.
16.Thenextterm ……………………onMonday.(Begin)

17. Katie..............(Getup)at6:00am everyday.
18. Pamelanever................(Play)videogames.20



19. Thechildren ....................thewholepudding.(Eat)
20.You ...............manydetectivestories.(Read)
21.Andrea........................(Help)meatpresent.
22.Whyishesotired?He....................(Play) tennisforfivehours.

23. I.................(Vacuum)thecarpetrightnow.

24.Claire.................(Listen)tojazzmusic.

25. Iusually................(Go)tobedaround10o'clock


